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TITLE 7. PLANNING AND LAND USE [65000 - 66499.58] ( Heading of Title 7 amended by Stats. 1974, Ch. 1536. )
DIVISION 1. PLANNING AND ZONING [65000 - 66342] ( Heading of Division 1 added by Stats. 1974, Ch. 1536. )
CHAPTER 4.5. Review and Approval of Development Projects [65920 - 65964.5] ( Chapter 4.5 added by Stats.
1977, Ch. 1200. )

ARTICLE 3. Applications for Development Projects [65940 - 65945.7] (Article 3 added by Stats. 1977, Ch. 1200. )

65940. (a) (1) Each public agency shall compile one or more lists that shall specify in detail the information that will be required from
any applicant for a development project. Each public agency shall revise the list of information required from an applicant to include
a certification of compliance with Section 65962.5, and the statement of application required by Section 65943. Copies of the
information, including the statement of application required by Section 65943, shall be made available to all applicants for
development projects and to any person who requests the information.

(2) An affected city or affected county, as defined in Section 66300, shall include the information necessary to determine
compliance with the requirements of Article 2 (commencing with Section 66300.5) of Chapter 12 in the list compiled pursuant to
paragraph (1).

(b) The list of information required from any applicant shall include, where applicable, identification of whether the proposed project
is located within 1,000 feet of a military installation, beneath a low-level flight path or within special use airspace as defined in
Section 21098 of the Public Resources Code, and within an urbanized area as defined in Section 65944.

(c) (1) A public agency that is not beneath a low-level flight path or not within special use airspace and does not contain a military
installation is not required to change its list of information required from applicants to comply with subdivision (b).

(2) A public agency that is entirely urbanized, as defined in subdivision (e) of Section 65944, with the exception of a jurisdiction
that contains a military installation, is not required to change its list of information required from applicants to comply with
subdivision (b).

(d) For purposes of this section, “development project” includes a housing development project as defined in paragraph (3) of
subdivision (b) of Section 65905.5.

(Amended (as amended by Stats. 2023, Ch. 754, Sec. 3) by Stats. 2025, Ch. 22, Sec. 16. (AB 130) Effective June 30, 2025.)

65940.1. (a) (1) A city, county, or special district that has an internet website shall make all of the following available on its internet
website, as applicable:

(A) (i) A current schedule of fees, exactions, and affordability requirements imposed by that city, county, or special district,
including any dependent special districts, as defined in Section 56032.5, of the city or county applicable to a proposed housing
development project.

(i) The city, county, or special district shall present the information described in clause (i) in a manner that clearly identifies
the fees, exactions, and affordability requirements that apply to each parcel and the fees that apply to each new water and
sewer utility connection.

(iii) The city, county, or special district shall post a written fee schedule or a link directly to the written fee schedule on its
internet website.

(B) All zoning ordinances and development standards adopted by the city or county presenting the information, which shall
specify the zoning, design, and development standards that apply to each parcel.
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(C) The list required to be compiled pursuant to Section 65940 by the city or county presenting the information.

(D) The current and five previous annual fee reports or the current and five previous annual financial reports, that were
required pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 66006 and subdivision (d) of Section 66013.

(E) An archive of impact fee nexus studies, cost of service studies, or equivalent, conducted by that city, county, or special
district on or after January 1, 2018. For purposes of this subparagraph, “cost of service study” means the data provided to the
public pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 66016.

(2) A city, county, or special district shall update the information made available under this subdivision within 30 days of any
changes.

(3) (A) A city or county shall request from a development proponent, upon issuance of a certificate of occupancy or the final
inspection, whichever occurs last, the total amount of fees and exactions associated with the project for which the certificate was
issued. The request shall clearly state that the development proponent is under no obligation to respond to the request for
information and that the development proponent will not be subjected to any consequences for not responding or for the content of
a response. The city or county shall post this information on its internet website, and update it at least twice per year.

(B) A city or county shall not be responsible for the accuracy for the information received and posted pursuant to subparagraph
(A). A city or county may include a disclaimer regarding the accuracy of the information posted on its internet website under
this paragraph.

(b) For purposes of this section:

(1) “Affordability requirement” means a requirement imposed as a condition of a development of residential units, that the
development include a certain percentage of the units affordable for rent or sale to households with incomes that do not exceed
the limits for moderate-income, lower income, very low income, or extremely low income households specified in Sections
50079.5, 50093, 50105, and 50106 of the Health and Safety Code, or an alternative means of compliance with that requirement
including, but not limited to, in-lieu fees, land dedication, off-site construction, or acquisition and rehabilitation of existing units.

(2) (A) “Exaction” means any of the following:
(i) A construction excise tax.
(i) A requirement that the housing development project provide public art or an in-lieu payment.
(i) Dedications of parkland or in-lieu fees imposed pursuant to Section 66477.

(iv) A special tax levied on new housing units pursuant to the Mello-Roos Community Facilities Act of 1982 (Chapter 2.5
(commencing with Section 53311) of Part 1 of Division 2 of Title 5).

(B) “Exaction” does not include fees or charges pursuant to Section 66013 that are not imposed (i) in connection with issuing or
approving a permit for development or (ii) as a condition of approval of a proposed development, as held in Capistrano Beach
Water Dist. v. Taj Development Corp. (1999) 72 Cal.App.4th 524.

(3) “Fee” means a fee or charge described in the Mitigation Fee Act (Chapter 5 (commencing with Section 66000), Chapter 6
(commencing with Section 66010), Chapter 7 (commencing with Section 66012), Chapter 8 (commencing with Section 66016),
and Chapter 9 (commencing with Section 66020)).

(4) “Housing development project” means a use consisting of any of the following:
(A) Residential units only.

(B) Mixed-use developments consisting of residential and nonresidential uses with at least two-thirds of the square footage
designated for residential use.

(C) Transitional housing or supportive housing.
(c) This section shall not be construed to alter the existing authority of a city, county, or special district to adopt or impose an exaction

or fee.

(d) This section shall not be construed to impose any obligation on any entity, including a development proponent, other than a city,
county, or special district. This subdivision does not constitute a change in, but is declaratory of, existing law.

(Amended by Stats. 2024, Ch. 358, Sec. 1. (AB 1820) Effective January 1, 2025.)




65940.2. () A city or county that has an internet website shall make a fee estimate tool that the public can use to calculate an
estimate of fees and exactions for a proposed housing development project available on its internet website. A city or county may
choose the format of the fee estimate tool.

(1) The fee estimate tool shall calculate an estimate of fees for a proposed housing development project, including, but not limited
to, the following:

(A) Afee or charge described in the Mitigation Fee Act (Chapter 5 (commencing with Section 66000), Chapter 6 (commencing
with Section 66010), Chapter 7 (commencing with Section 66012), except Section 66013, Chapter 8 (commencing with Section
66016), and Chapter 9 (commencing with Section 66020)).

(B) In-lieu fees for affordability requirements.

(C) A construction excise tax.

(D) In-lieu fees for a requirement that the housing development project provide public art.
(E) In-lieu fees for dedications of parkland imposed pursuant to Section 66477.

(F) A special tax levied on new housing units pursuant to the Mello-Roos Community Facilities Act of 1982 (Chapter 2.5
(commencing with Section 53311) of Part 1 of Division 2 of Title 5).

(2) A city or county shall not be responsible for the accuracy of the estimate provided by the fee estimate tool. A city or county may
include a disclaimer regarding the accuracy of the estimate calculated on its internet website under this section.

(b) (1) A city or county with a population of greater than 500,000 shall meet the requirements of this section on or before July 1,
2031.

(2) A city or county with a population of 500,000 or fewer shall meet the requirements of this section on or before July 1, 2032.

(c) For purposes of this section, the following definitions apply:

(1) “Affordability requirement” means a requirement imposed as a condition of a development of residential units, that the
development include a certain percentage of the units affordable for rent or sale to households with incomes that do not exceed
the limits for moderate-income, lower income, very low income, or extremely low income households specified in Sections
50079.5, 50093, 50105, and 50106 of the Health and Safety Code.

(2) "Housing development project” means a use consisting of any of the following:
(A) Residential units only.

(B) Mixed-use developments consisting of residential and nonresidential uses with at least two-thirds of the square footage
designated for residential use.

(C) Transitional housing or supportive housing.
(Added by Stats. 2024, Ch. 752, Sec. 1. (AB 3012) Effective January 1, 2025.)

65940.5. (a) No list compiled pursuant to Section 65940 shall include an extension or waiver of the time periods prescribed by this
chapter within which a state or local agency shall act upon an application for a development project.

(b) No application shall be deemed incomplete for lack of an extension or waiver of time periods prescribed by this chapter within
which a state or local government agency shall act upon the application.

(c) Except for the extension of the time limits pursuant to Section 65950.1, no public agency shall require an extension or waiver of
the time limits contained in this chapter as a condition of accepting or processing the application for a development project.

(Amended by Stats. 1998, Ch. 283, Sec. 1. Effective January 1, 1999.)

65941. (a) The information compiled pursuant to Section 65940 shall also indicate the criteria which the agency will apply in order to
determine the completeness of any application submitted to it for a development project.

(b) If a public agency is a lead or responsible agency for purposes of the California Environmental Quality Act, Division 13
(commencing with Section 21000) of the Public Resources Code, that criteria shall not require the applicant to submit the
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informational equivalent of an environmental impact report as part of a complete application, or to otherwise require proof of
compliance with that act as a prerequisite to a permit application being deemed complete. However, that criteria may require
sufficient information to permit the agency to make the determination required by Section 21080.1 of the Public Resources Code.

(c) Consistent with this chapter, a responsible agency shall, at the request of the applicant, commence processing a permit
application for a development project prior to final action on the project by a lead agency to the extent that the information necessary
to commence the processing is available. For purposes of this subdivision, “lead agency” and “responsible agency” shall have the
same meaning as those terms are defined in Section 21067 of the Public Resources Code and Section 21069 of the Public
Resources Code, respectively.

(Amended by Stats. 1993, Ch. 1131, Sec. 2. Effective January 1, 1994.)
65941.1. (a) An applicant for a housing development project, as defined in paragraph (3) of subdivision (b) of Section 65905.5, shalll
be deemed to have submitted a preliminary application upon providing all of the following information about the proposed project to

the city, county, or city and county from which approval for the project is being sought and upon payment of the permit processing
fee:

(1) The specific location, including parcel numbers, a legal description, and site address, if applicable.

(2) The existing uses on the project site and identification of major physical alterations to the property on which the project is to be
located.

(3) A site plan showing the location on the property, elevations showing design, color, and material, and the massing, height, and
approximate square footage, of each building that is to be occupied.

(4) The proposed land uses by number of units and square feet of residential and nonresidential development using the categories
in the applicable zoning ordinance.

(5) The proposed number of parking spaces.

(6) Any proposed point sources of air or water pollutants.

(7) Any species of special concern known to occur on the property.

(8) Whether a portion of the property is located within any of the following:

(A) A very high fire hazard severity zone, as determined by the Department of Forestry and Fire Protection pursuant to Section
51178.

(B) Wetlands, as defined in the United States Fish and Wildlife Service Manual, Part 660 FW 2 (June 21, 1993).

(C) A hazardous waste site that is listed pursuant to Section 65962.5 or a hazardous waste site designated by the Department
of Toxic Substances Control pursuant to Article 5 (commencing with Section 78760) of Chapter 4 of Part 2 of Division 45 of the
Health and Safety Code.

(D) A special flood hazard area subject to inundation by the 1 percent annual chance flood (100-year flood) as determined by
the Federal Emergency Management Agency in any official maps published by the Federal Emergency Management Agency.

(E) A delineated earthquake fault zone as determined by the State Geologist in any official maps published by the State
Geologist, unless the development complies with applicable seismic protection building code standards adopted by the
California Building Standards Commission under the California Building Standards Law (Part 2.5 (commencing with Section
18901) of Division 13 of the Health and Safety Code), and by any local building department under Chapter 12.2 (commencing
with Section 8875) of Division 1 of Title 2.

(F) A stream or other resource that may be subject to a streambed alteration agreement pursuant to Chapter 6 (commencing
with Section 1600) of Division 2 of the Fish and Game Code.

(9) Any historic or cultural resources known to exist on the property.

(10) The number of proposed below market rate units and their affordability levels.
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(11) The number of bonus units and any incentives, concessions, waivers, or parking reductions requested pursuant to Section
65915.

(12) Whether any approvals under the Subdivision Map Act, including, but not limited to, a parcel map, a tentative map, or a
condominium map, are being requested.

(13) The applicant’s contact information and, if the applicant does not own the property, consent from the property owner to submit
the application.

(14) For a housing development project proposed to be located within the coastal zone, whether any portion of the property
contains any of the following:

(A) Wetlands, as defined in subdivision (b) of Section 13577 of Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations.
(B) Environmentally sensitive habitat areas, as defined in Section 30240 of the Public Resources Code.

(C) A tsunami run-up zone.

(D) Use of the site for public access to or along the coast.

(15) The number of existing residential units on the project site that will be demolished and whether each existing unit is occupied
or unoccupied.

(16) A site map showing a stream or other resource that may be subject to a streambed alteration agreement pursuant to Chapter
6 (commencing with Section 1600) of Division 2 of the Fish and Game Code and an aerial site photograph showing existing site
conditions of environmental site features that would be subject to regulations by a public agency, including creeks and wetlands.

(17) The location of any recorded public easement, such as easements for storm drains, water lines, and other public rights of
way.

(b) (1) A development proponent that submits a preliminary application providing the information required by subdivision (a) may
include in its preliminary application a request for a preliminary fee and exaction estimate, which the city, county, or city and county
shall provide within 30 business days of the submission of the preliminary application.

(2) For development fees imposed by an agency other than a city, county, or city and county, including fees levied by a school
district or a special district, the development proponent shall request the fee schedule from the agency that imposes the fee, and
the agency that imposes the fee shall provide the fee schedule to the development proponent without delay.

(3) For purposes of this subdivision:
(A) “Exaction” has the same meaning as defined in Section 65940.1.

(B) (i) “Fee” means a fee or charge described in the Mitigation Fee Act (Chapter 5 (commencing with Section 66000), Chapter
6 (commencing with Section 66010), Chapter 8 (commencing with Section 66016), and Chapter 9 (commencing with Section
66020)).

(i) Notwithstanding clause (i), “fee” does not include either of the following:
(I) The cost of providing electrical or gas service from a local publicly owned utility.

(I1) A charge imposed on a housing development project to comply with the California Environmental Quality Act
(Division 13 (commencing with Section 21000) of the Public Resources Code).

(C) “Fee and exaction estimate” means a good faith estimate of the total amount of fees and exactions expected to be imposed
in connection with the project.

(4) Except for the provision of the fee and exaction estimate by the local agency, nothing in this subdivision shall create or affect
any rights or obligations with respect to fees or exactions.

(5) The fee and exaction estimate shall be for informational purposes only and shall not be legally binding or otherwise affect the
scope, amount, or time of payment of any fee or exaction that is determined by other provisions of law.

(6) A development proponent may request a fee schedule from a city, county, or special district for fees described in Chapter 7
(commencing with Section 66012), or for the cost of providing electrical or gas service from a local publicly owned utility. The city,
county, special district, or local publicly owned utility shall provide the fee schedule upon request.




(c) (1) Each local agency shall compile a checklist and application form that applicants for housing development projects may use for
the purpose of satisfying the requirements for submittal of a preliminary application.

(2) The Department of Housing and Community Development shall adopt a standardized form that applicants for housing
development projects may use for the purpose of satisfying the requirements for submittal of a preliminary application if a local
agency has not developed its own application form pursuant to paragraph (1). Adoption of the standardized form shall not be
subject to Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 11340) of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code.

(3) A checklist or form shall not require or request any information beyond that expressly identified in subdivision (a).

(d) After submittal of all of the information required by subdivision (a), if the development proponent revises the project such that the
number of residential units or square footage of construction changes by 20 percent or more, exclusive of any increase resulting
from the receipt of a density bonus, incentive, concession, waiver, or similar provision, the housing development project shall not be
deemed to have submitted a preliminary application that satisfies this section until the development proponent resubmits the
information required by subdivision (a) so that it reflects the revisions. For purposes of this subdivision, “square footage of
construction” means the building area, as defined by the California Building Standards Code (Title 24 of the California Code of
Regulations).

(e) (1) Within 180 calendar days after submitting a preliminary application with all of the information required by subdivision (a) to a
city, county, or city and county, the development proponent shall submit an application for a development project that includes all of
the information required to process the development application consistent with Sections 65940, 65941, and 65941.5.

(2) If the public agency determines that the application for the development project is not complete pursuant to Section 65943, the
development proponent shall submit the specific information needed to complete the application within 90 days of receiving the
agency'’s written identification of the necessary information. If the development proponent does not submit this information within
the 90-day period, then the preliminary application shall expire and have no further force or effect.

(3) This section shall not require an affirmative determination by a city, county, or city and county regarding the completeness of a
preliminary application or a development application for purposes of compliance with this section.

(f) Notwithstanding any other law, submission of a preliminary application in accordance with this section shall not preclude the
listing of a tribal cultural resource on a national, state, tribal, or local historic register list on or after the date that the preliminary
application is submitted. For purposes of Section 65589.5 or any other law, the listing of a tribal cultural site on a national, state,
tribal, or local historic register on or after the date the preliminary application was submitted shall not be deemed to be a change to
the ordinances, policies, and standards adopted and in effect at the time that the preliminary application was submitted.

(Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 22, Sec. 18. (AB 130) Effective June 30, 2025.)

65941.5. Each public agency shall notify applicants for development permits of the time limits established for the review and
approval of development permits pursuant to Article 3 (commencing with Section 65940) and Article 5 (commencing with Section
65950), of the requirements of subdivision (e) of Section 65962.5, and of the public notice distribution requirements under applicable
provisions of law. The public agency shall also notify applicants regarding the provisions of Section 65961. The public agency may
charge applicants a reasonable fee not to exceed the amount reasonably necessary to provide the service required by this section. If
a fee is charged pursuant to this section, the fee shall be collected as part of the application fee charged for the development permit.

(Amended by Stats. 1987, Ch. 985, Sec. 2.)

65941.6. (a) Each local agency shall develop materials relating to the requirements of the federal Americans with Disabilities Act of
1990 (42 U.S.C. Sec. 12101 et seq.). The local agency shall provide these materials to an applicant along with notice that approval
of a permit does not signify that the applicant has complied with the federal Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.

(b) For the purposes of complying with the requirements of subdivision (a), a local agency may, in lieu of developing its own
materials, provide applicants with those materials which the California Commission on Disability Access has developed and made
available pursuant to Section 8299.06.

(Added by Stats. 2016, Ch. 13, Sec. 6. (SB 269) Effective May 10, 2016.)

65942. The information and the criteria specified in Sections 65940, 65941, 65941.5 shall be revised as needed so that they shall
be current and accurate at all times. Any revisions shall apply prospectively only and shall not be a basis for determining that an
application is not complete pursuant to Section 65943 if the application was received before the revision is effective except for
revisions for the following reasons resulting from the conditions which were not known and could not have been known by the public
agency at the time the application was received:

(a) To provide sufficient information to permit the public agency to make the determination required by Section 21080.1 of the Public
Resources Code, as provided by Section 65941.
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(b) To comply with the enactment of new or revised federal, state, or local requirements, except for new or revised requirements of a
local agency which is also the lead agency.

(Amended by Stats. 1987, Ch. 803, Sec. 1.)

65943. (a) Not later than 30 calendar days after any public agency has received an application for a development project, the
agency shall determine in writing whether the application is complete and shall immediately transmit the determination to the
applicant for the development project. If the application is determined to be incomplete, the lead agency shall provide the applicant
with an exhaustive list of items that were not complete. That list shall be limited to those items actually required on the lead agency’s
submittal requirement checklist. In any subsequent review of the application determined to be incomplete, the local agency shall not
request the applicant to provide any new information that was not stated in the initial list of items that were not complete. If the
written determination is not made within 30 days after receipt of the application, and the application includes a statement that it is an
application for a development permit, the application shall be deemed complete for purposes of this chapter. Upon receipt of any
resubmittal of the application, a new 30-day period shall begin, during which the public agency shall determine the completeness of
the application. If the application is determined not to be complete, the agency’s determination shall specify those parts of the
application which are incomplete and shall indicate the manner in which they can be made complete, including a list and thorough
description of the specific information needed to complete the application. The applicant shall submit materials to the public agency
in response to the list and description.

(b) Not later than 30 calendar days after receipt of the submitted materials described in subdivision (a), the public agency shall
determine in writing whether the application as supplemented or amended by the submitted materials is complete and shall
immediately transmit that determination to the applicant. In making this determination, the public agency is limited to determining
whether the application as supplemented or amended includes the information required by the list and a thorough description of the
specific information needed to complete the application required by subdivision (a). If the written determination is not made within
that 30-day period, the application together with the submitted materials shall be deemed complete for purposes of this chapter.

(c) If the application together with the submitted materials are determined not to be complete pursuant to subdivision (b), the public
agency shall provide a process for the applicant to appeal that decision in writing to the governing body of the agency or, if there is
no governing body, to the director of the agency, as provided by that agency. A city or county shall provide that the right of appeal is
to the governing body or, at their option, the planning commission, or both.

There shall be a final written determination by the agency on the appeal not later than 60 calendar days after receipt of the
applicant’s written appeal. The fact that an appeal is permitted to both the planning commission and to the governing body does not
extend the 60-day period. Notwithstanding a decision pursuant to subdivision (b) that the application and submitted materials are not
complete, if the final written determination on the appeal is not made within that 60-day period, the application with the submitted
materials shall be deemed complete for the purposes of this chapter.

(d) Nothing in this section precludes an applicant and a public agency from mutually agreeing to an extension of any time limit
provided by this section.

(e) A public agency may charge applicants a fee not to exceed the amount reasonably necessary to provide the service required by
this section. If a fee is charged pursuant to this section, the fee shall be collected as part of the application fee charged for the
development permit.

(f) Each city and each county shall make copies of any list compiled pursuant to Section 65940 with respect to information required
from an applicant for a housing development project, as that term is defined in paragraph (2) of subdivision (h) of Section 65589.5,
available both (1) in writing to those persons to whom the agency is required to make information available under subdivision (a) of
that section, and (2) publicly available on the internet website of the city or county.

(g) For purposes of this section, “development project” includes a housing development project as defined in paragraph (3) of
subdivision (b) of Section 65905.5.

(Amended (as amended by Stats. 2021, Ch. 161, Sec. 7) by Stats. 2025, Ch. 22, Sec. 19. (AB 130) Effective June 30, 2025.)

65943.1. (a) (1) Upon final approval of a housing development project, the city, county, or city and county shall provide the
development proponent with an itemized list and a good faith estimate of the total sum amount of all fees and exactions that will
apply to the project within 30 business days.

(2) For development fees imposed by an agency other than a city, county, or city and county, including fees levied by a school
district or a special district, the development proponent shall request the good faith estimate of the total sum amount of all fees
and exactions imposed by the agency that will apply to the project, and the agency shall provide the development proponent with
this information within 30 business days.

(b) For purposes of complying with subdivision (a), a public agency that calculates fees using a cost recovery method to cover
administrative cost shall provide fee estimates for those cost recovery fees based on the average amount of the fees imposed on
similar projects.
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(c) The itemized list and good faith estimate of the total sum amount of all fees and exactions described in subdivision (a) shall be for
informational purposes only, shall not be legally binding on the agency, and shall not be construed to affect the scope, amount, or
time of payment of any fees or exactions applicable to the project pursuant to other law.

(d) For purposes of this section:

(1) (A) “Exaction” means any of the following:
(i) A construction excise tax.
(i) A requirement that the housing development project provide public art or an in-lieu payment.
(i) Dedications of parkland or in-lieu fees imposed pursuant to Section 66477.

(iv) A special tax levied on new housing units pursuant to the Mello-Roos Community Facilities Act of 1982 (Chapter 2.5
(commencing with Section 53311) of Part 1 of Division 2 of Title 5).

(B) “Exaction” does not include fees or charges pursuant to Section 66013 that are not imposed (i) in connection with issuing or
approving a permit for development or (ii) as a condition of approval of a proposed development, as held in Capistrano Beach
Water Dist. v. Taj Development Corp. (1999) 72 Cal.App.4th 524.

(2) “Fee” means a fee or charge described in the Mitigation Fee Act (Chapter 5 (commencing with Section 66000), Chapter 6
(commencing with Section 66010), Chapter 8 (commencing with Section 66016), and Chapter 9 (commencing with Section
66020)). “Fee” does not include the cost of providing electrical or gas service from a local publicly owned utility.

(3) “Final approval” means that the housing development project has received all necessary approvals to be eligible to apply for,
and obtain, a building permit or permits.

(4) “Housing development project” has the same meaning as defined in paragraph (3) of subdivision (b) of Section 65905.5.
(5) “Public agency” means a city, including a charter city, a county, including a charter county, or special district.

(Added by Stats. 2024, Ch. 358, Sec. 3. (AB 1820) Effective January 1, 2025.)

65943.5. (a) Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, any appeal pursuant to subdivision (c) of Section 65943 involving a
permit application to a board, office, or department within the California Environmental Protection Agency shall be made to the
Secretary for Environmental Protection.

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, any appeal pursuant to subdivision (c) of Section 65943 involving an
application for the issuance of an environmental permit from an environmental agency shall be made to the Secretary for
Environmental Protection under either of the following circumstances:

(1) The environmental agency has not adopted an appeals process pursuant to subdivision (c) of Section 65943.
(2) The environmental agency declines to accept an appeal for a decision pursuant to subdivision (c) of Section 65943.

(c) For purposes of subdivision (b), “environmental permit” has the same meaning as defined in Section 71012 of the Public
Resources Code, and “environmental agency” has the same meaning as defined in Section 71011 of the Public Resources Code,
except that “environmental agency” does not include the agencies described in subdivisions (c) and (h) of Section 71011 of the
Public Resources Code.

(Added by Stats. 1993, Ch. 419, Sec. 3. Effective January 1, 1994.)

65944. (a) After a public agency accepts an application as complete, the agency shall not subsequently request of an applicant any
new or additional information which was not specified in the list prepared pursuant to Section 65940. The agency may, in the course
of processing the application, request the applicant to clarify, amplify, correct, or otherwise supplement the information required for
the application.

(b) The provisions of subdivision (a) shall not be construed as requiring an applicant to submit with an initial application the entirety
of the information which a public agency may require in order to take final action on the application. Prior to accepting an application,
each public agency shall inform the applicant of any information included in the list prepared pursuant to Section 65940 which will
subsequently be required from the applicant in order to complete final action on the application.

(c) This section shall not be construed as limiting the ability of a public agency to request and obtain information which may be
needed in order to comply with the provisions of Division 13 (commencing with Section 21000) of the Public Resources Code.

(d) (1) After a public agency accepts an application as complete, and if the project applicant has identified that the proposed project
is located within 1,000 feet of a military installation or within special use airspace or beneath a low-level flight path in accordance
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with Section 65940, the public agency shall provide notice of the complete application to any branch of the United States Armed
Forces that has provided the Office of Planning and Research with points of contact to receive the notice.

(2) Except for a project within 1,000 feet of a military installation, the public agency is not required to provide a copy of the
application if the project is located entirely in an “urbanized area.” An urbanized area is any urban location that meets the definition
used by the United State Department of Commerce’s Bureau of Census for “urban” and includes locations with core census block
groups containing at least 1,000 people per square mile and surrounding census block groups containing at least 500 people per
square mile.

(e) After providing notice of the application as required in subdivision (d), and if requested by any branch of the United States Armed
Forces, the public agency and the project applicant shall consult with the impacted military branch or branches to discuss the effects
of the proposed project on military installations, low-level flight paths, or special use airspace, and potential alternatives and
mitigation measures.

(f) The Office of Planning and Research shall maintain on its internet website and provide notice to public agencies all of the
following:

(1) Maps of low-level flight paths, special use airspace, and military installations.
(2) The military points of contact to receive notifications pursuant to subdivision (d).

(3) The information required in the notice of a completed application pursuant to subdivision (d). This information shall include, at a
minimum, all of the following:

(A) The project’s specific location.
(B) The major physical alterations to the property on which the project will be located.

(C) A site place showing the location of the project on the property, as well as the massing, height, and approximate square
footage, of each building that will be occupied.

(D) The proposed land uses by number of units or square feet using the categories in the applicable zoning ordinance.

(Amended by Stats. 2019, Ch. 142, Sec. 3. (SB 242) Effective January 1, 2020.)

65945. (a) At the time of filing an application for a development permit with a city or county, the city or county shall inform the
applicant that he or she may make a written request to receive notice from the city or county of a proposal to adopt or amend any of
the following plans or ordinances:

(1) A general plan.

(2) A specific plan.

(3) A zoning ordinance.

(4) An ordinance affecting building permits or grading permits.

The applicant shall specify, in the written request, the types of proposed action for which notice is requested. Prior to taking any of
those actions, the city or county shall give notice to any applicant who has requested notice of the type of action proposed and
whose development project is pending before the city or county if the city or county determines that the proposal is reasonably
related to the applicant’s request for the development permit. Notice shall be given only for those types of actions which the
applicant specifies in the request for notification.

The city or county may charge the applicant for a development permit, to whom notice is provided pursuant to this subdivision, a
reasonable fee not to exceed the actual cost of providing that notice. If a fee is charged pursuant to this subdivision, the fee shall be
collected as part of the application fee charged for the development permit.

(b) As an alternative to the notification procedure prescribed by subdivision (a), a city or county may inform the applicant at the time
of filing an application for a development permit that he or she may subscribe to a periodically updated notice or set of notices from
the city or county which lists pending proposals to adopt or amend any of the plans or ordinances specified in subdivision (a),
together with the status of the proposal and the date of any hearings thereon which have been set.

Only those proposals which are general, as opposed to parcel-specific in nature, and which the city or county determines are
reasonably related to requests for development permits, need be listed in the notice. No proposal shall be required to be listed until
such time as the first public hearing thereon has been set. The notice shall be updated and mailed at least once every six weeks;
except that a notice need not be updated and mailed until a change in its contents is required.
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The city or county may charge the applicant for a development permit, to whom notice is provided pursuant to this subdivision, a
reasonable fee not to exceed the actual cost of providing that notice, including the costs of updating the notice, for the length of time
the applicant requests to be sent the notice or notices.

(Added by Stats. 1983, Ch. 1263, Sec. 11.)

65945.3. At the time of filing an application for a development permit with a local agency, other than a city or county, the local
agency shall inform the applicant that he or she may make a written request to receive notice of any proposal to adopt or amend a
rule or regulation affecting the issuance of development permits.

Prior to adopting or amending any such rule or regulation, the local agency shall give notice to any applicant who has requested
such notice and whose development project is pending before the agency if the local agency determines that the proposal is
reasonably related to the applicant’s request for the development permit.

The local agency may charge the applicant for a development permit, to whom notice is provided pursuant to this section, a
reasonable fee not to exceed the actual cost of providing that notice. If a fee is charged pursuant to this section, the fee shall be
collected as part of the application fee charged for the development permit.

(Added by Stats. 1983, Ch. 1263, Sec. 12.)

65945.5. At the time of filing an application for a development permit with a state agency, the state agency shall inform the applicant
that he or she may make a written request to receive notice of any proposal to adopt or amend a regulation affecting the issuance of
development permits and which implements a statutory provision.

Prior to adopting or amending any such regulation, the state agency shall give notice to any applicant who has requested such
notice and whose development project is pending before the state agency if the state agency determines that the proposal is
reasonably related to the applicant’s request for the development permit.

(Added by Stats. 1983, Ch. 1263, Sec. 13.)

65945.7. No action, inaction, or recommendation regarding any ordinance, rule, or regulation subject to this Section 65945,
65945.3, or 65945.5 by any legislative body, administrative body, or the officials of any state or local agency shall be held void or
invalid or be set aside by any court on the ground of any error, irregularity, informality, neglect or omission (hereinafter called “error”)
as to any matter pertaining to notices, records, determinations, publications or any matters of procedure whatever, unless after an
examination of the entire case, including evidence, the court shall be of the opinion that the error complained of was prejudicial, and
that by reason of such error the party complaining or appealing sustained and suffered substantial injury, and that a different result
would have been probable if such error had not occurred or existed. There shall be no presumption that error is prejudicial or that
injury was done if error is shown.

(Added by Stats. 1983, Ch. 1263, Sec. 14.)
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